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Back to my column after a multi-month 
absence as a result of very poor vision from 
advanced cataracts. Surgery finally came and 
it not only corrected my very blurred vision, 
but substantially improved my vision. If any 
of our readers are experiencing a similar 
problem, go see an Ophthalmologist as soon 
as you can.  

This month a little different twist for our 
model train fans. Many years ago, I picked up 
a wonderful Limited-Edition railroad artwork 
at a model train show. For me, it had it all, a 
passenger train, a train station, a beautiful 
Buick in my favorite color, yellow, a red 
pickup truck with a Christmas Tree in the bed, 
and it was all set in a winter scene that I 
model. I have treasured this artwork ever 
since it came home with me. I get to look at 
it every day as it hangs in our kitchen/eating 
area.  





The image of red pickup truck has stayed with 
me over the years. The Hallmark Movie 
Channel has for the past several Years 
produced one of their wonderful Christmas 
Movies with the theme of the red pickup truck 
included. That motivation is all I needed. My 
creative juices went into high gear. I first 
created a fictional character, CT (short for 
Christmas Tree) Balsam, the purveyor of fine 
Christmas Trees for my Christmas in the City 
Layout. CT is not only a retailer of Christmas 
Trees, but he and his family are large growers 
as well. He has several Christmas Tree sales 
lots all over the City. CT is set apart from all 
other Christmas Tree sellers as he has a fleet 
of red pickup trucks and offers free deliver 
and set up. CT’s business has grown 
significantly since it was established in the 
City four year ago.  

The fleet of CT pickup trucks has gown as well 
and now numbers twenty-four. A Unique Logo 
was created for this fleet of pickup trucks.  





This year for the first time, CT is expanding 
his offerings to include high-end artificial 
Christmas Trees to accommodate those City 
residents who want to leave their Christmas 
Trees up longer or, because of residence 
restrictions that prevent for fire-safety reason 
a real Christmas Tree. Since many City 
residents are senior citizens and many of the 
artificial Christmas Trees weight over 100 lbs., 
CT will also offer free delivery, set-up, and 
take-down. Talk about an innovator.  

None of this would be possible without the 
fleet of red pick-up trucks. So, the story 
continues.  



Many Christmas merchandise suppliers are 
picking up on the red Christmas pickup trucks 
as well. You are starting to see them 
everywhere when shopping for Christmas 
merchandise. CT is on to something here as 
this trend is just starting to pick up speed.  

A train tie-in, you bet. Just look at the 
artwork shown here.  


