. . . Dates of note: August 7, Linda’s Birthday  September 6, Labor Day  October 11,
Columbus Day  October 31, Halloween  November 7, Daylight Savings Time ends 
November 25, Thanksgiving  All, well most, offer vignette ideas/suggestions. Note: I also
mentioned Linda’s birthday last year.
. . . Abbreviations: NCC – National Council of 56 Clubs  JSYK – Just so you know!  TVC
– The Village Collector  VDL – Village D-Lights  D56 – Department 56  VN or VNCC –
Village North Collectors Club – See more abbreviations on last page.
                 
. . . In the most recent version of the ‘Coach is Here’ in The Village Collector, Bill Channell
talks about ‘Christmas in July’ and ‘The Tour de France.’  In ‘Show Your Village To The
‘Video Clip Problems for Viewers’ 
World’ Jim Peters column features
You can also visit past issues of
‘Hauntsville’ and ‘Dickensville’ by
Larry Treadwell. Halloween and
Christmas are coming fast; I look
creations  ‘The Train Station’ by
forward to seeing his 2021
Brian Vaill is now with us on TVC. First column is ‘Train Layout Talk;’ take a look. 
Remember you can find past ‘Just so you know!’ columns on the site as well.  TVC is
approaching 200,000 visits.
                 
. . . The next Dept. 56 Facebook Live with Ms. Lit Town, Melinda Seegers, will be on
August 5, 1st 4 p.m. CDT.
. . . Report: July 1, Dept. 56 Facebook Live, Ms. Lit Town – Rick Jackson, Creative
Director, D56, was with Melinda Seegers. They had a nice conversation, subjects including:
Disneyland
’Haunted
Mansion’ and now maybe a Disney
World
version;
generic
accessories;
people
for
year
around
use
(summer
clothes); Heritage Village use in
more than one village. They
discussed questions on: village
recognition
for
Queen
Elizabeth
II;
Halloween
and
licensed
pieces.
Rick
Jackson’s favorite D56 piece is
Dept. 56 Christmas In The
City, ‘Nighthawks.’ He is a fan of
the artist who did the
painting. Dept. 56 says: “This
accessory is inspired by the
famous American artist Edward
Hopper who painted the
famous "Nighthawks" painting in
1942. The figures depict
Hopper and his wife, standing
outside the diner while he sketches the activity of the after-hours diner crowd.” Thought
this image would be appropriate; I’ve recently used an image of the CIC ‘Nighthawks’ twice. Note – I agree, Rick needs a mic when on Facebook Live.
. . . ‘Celebrating 35 years of New England Village’ – Village D-Lights is offering a Special
Commemorative Issue. This one-time, over 100 page (all NEV) issue, will be available
Autumn 2021. Ordering info will be in the 3rd Quarter VDL. Dept. 56 retired NEV this year.
. . . “Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see.”  Mark Twain
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. . . “If I like it it’s mine.” Toddler Property Laws – Linda left a sheet of these on my desk;
guessing I’m supposed to share one or two.
. . . The National Council of 56 Clubs Virtual Mini Gathering, Saturday, July 31, 2021,
1:00 – 4:00 p.m. EDT. Seminars, including Ms. Lit Town. Special raffle, 2021 ‘Disneyland
Haunted Mansion,’ plus. Donations will be accepted for the ‘9-11 First Responders
Children’s
Foundation.’
Registration
available
now
on
https://ncc56.com/minigathering2021.shtml Note: Ms. Lit Town will be hosting a “question
and answer” and would appreciate your questions ahead of the date at
mslittown@dept56.com. Note: I have registered; either 121 or 171 (not sure which).
. . . Remember, ‘The Village Collector’ has announced the First Ever “World Wide Virtual
Village Gathering.” It will take place from Monday, November 14, 2022 for two weeks –
through Cyber Monday, November 28, 2022.
. . . “Luck is coming your way!”  Fortune cookie

Connecting collectors to clubs, and clubs to each other for over 28 years.
Find information about the National Council of 56 Clubs at:
http://www.ncc56.com/. The site includes contact information for
possible clubs in your area.” – Linda and I belong to the Village North
Collectors Club, an NCC member club.
. . . National Council of 56 Clubs, Region VI: Northern Lights Collectors Club, Twin Cities,
MN, Debbie Oehme, debo4x4@hotmail.com  Village North Collectors Club, Duluth
MN/Superior, WI, Adelaide Cline, amcline@chartermi.net  City Lights, Mankato, MN, Mary
Zellmer, mzellmer@hickorytech.net  D56 Builders and Treasurers, Janesville, Beloit
WI/Rockford, IL, Charlene Swansboro.
. . . Linda and I continue to look for a name for our village. Thanks to the people who
have offered suggestions – you know who you are (and thanks!). Anymore ideas??

. . . The pizza connection
continues.
My
high
school Class of ’58 held
our annual casual lunch.
The thirty plus of us
were at Sammy’s Pizza
in downtown Duluth,
MN; the same place I
first had a pizza in
1956. Local folks were
there as well as several
all the way from Florida.
That’s me half way down
the far side of the table
(no hair). Linda took the
picture.
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. . . Chinese junks; I was reminded of them in a recent column that included an image of
the Oriental display of Caryl Moy & Joann Simmons, Springfield, IL. (Bachman’s Gathering
1999). I found there are several versions of ‘junks.’ These had to be Northern Junks,
which were developed from Chinese river boats. The others are larger and sail the ocean
coastline. They both have fully battened sails. I looked it up, I now sort of know the ‘look’
of battened sails, but still not enough to explain them. Reason I began this thought? I liked
the look and was thinking maybe we could add a couple junks to our Chinatown/Oriental
village; then I realized ours is in ‘Christmas In The City.’
. . . It was raining lightly; the nice lady offered to run to her car, comeback, and then
give me a ride to my car (in the mall parking lot). How old do I look? - Maybe it was my
Diamond Willow walking stick.
. . . Christmas TV and newspaper ads are prolific – Here I am still buying, and planting,
annual flowers in our yard. Just wondering, it is July – right?

. . . This is elegant, as I was paging through
their website, it simply stood out. It says
“Celebrate your visit to Bronner's Silent Night
Memorial Chapel . . . “ Linda and I could do
that, we’ve been to Frankenmuth and visited
‘Bronner's CHRISTmas WONDERLAND.’ I liked
the Chapel when we were there, I think I like
this even better. It is a 2 ½ inch, 3dimensional ornament.

. . . ‘Coffee, News and a Loyal Friend’ (the dog). He’s
from a ‘Civil War’ collection, but I’ll bet I could use him
with our western figures, i.e., cowboys (and ladies).
Price: $85.00 for the 4 piece set. The ad says he is
eating breakfast, I believe he’s reading the newspaper.
From W. Britain on www.toysoldierco.com/ Oh yes, he’s
just over 2 inches tall (sitting).
. . . Bill changes the village videos on The Village Collector the 15th of every month – just
so you know! This time eight videos; a total of 59 minutes; I watched each of them.
. . . The Dept. 56, ‘Honeyduke's Sweet Shop,’ from Harry Potter, has the appearance of
ghosts. I mentioned it last column but I forgot to say the info came from Nancy Mattson on
the NCC Facebook page and my friend “Yours in collecting, Thelma.” Thanks to them.
. . . ‘The Four State Village People’ club is celebrating 30 years of existence. I noticed when
reading ‘The Village People Gazette,’ Volume XXX, Number 1, on the NCC web site. It
dawned on me; of course clubs existed before the ‘National Council of 56 Clubs’ was
created. Joyce Thompson, club president, also mentioned the celebration in her column.
. . . Larry Treadwell said: "I start my Halloween village in early August with the plan of
getting it done by October.” - I look forward to Hauntsville 2021! See previous year’s
displays on ‘The Village Collector, Larry Treadwell.’ Remember the words are almost as
important as the images – read them!
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. . . Bears in our yard! Notice
my black bear, he’s over thirty
years old, his name is ‘BU,’ a
gift from 24 lovely ‘dance
partners.’ Three year old Aoife
is bringing them ‘in’ from
cookies/milk under a pine tree.
BU is in his ‘normal’ position,
bottoms up (thus his name) –
not sure how he does it. The
princess never met BU before
so didn’t even know his name.

. . . Note: The image
below is neat, and
colorful; looks real and
playful at the same
time. Bill Channell used
it as a ‘tease’ for “The
Village Train Station;”
the new column by
Brian Vaill. The first
issue is available on
The Village Collector
website. As Bill said,
“Welcome
aboard!”
Note: Bill removed the
image (he is the boss).

. . . ‘Federal Iron
Brigade Drummer.’ I
could use this piece to
recognize
Albert
Woolson,
the
last
survivor of the Civil
War. He moved to
Duluth in 1905 and
died here, at age 106,
in 1956. Price: $44.00
www.treefrogtreasures.
com/

. . . I’m pretty sure these folks are too small
(‘Santa’s Workshop’ – the building - is only 5"
W x 4-3/4" H x 3" D), but they do have a
nice/different look. They are from the
Thomas Kinkade North Pole Village Collection,
available
from
Hawthorne
Village.
Unfortunately you have to buy the entire three
building set to receive the multiple sets of
figurines. Note: They are still cute!

. . . How many elf’s?? “. . . the Polar Express Train comes through the mountains. . . .
enters the Center of the North Pole where the trains are greeted by over 700 elf figures.”
700!! That’s what Brian and Elizabeth Vaill said in their intro page on TVC. They say “We
did our best to present the North Pole as a magical place (as it should be).” They even
share a picture; //thevillagecollector.com/welcome – It’s well worth a look. Also, be sure to
read ‘The Village Train Station,’ a new TVC column by Brian Vaill. Note: Linda wants to
know how they keep the elf’s from all falling like dominos – 700!
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. . . The Luville ‘Arch Bridge’ is part of their 2021 collection. It poses a lot of
questions for me: the bricked ‘up and down’ ends; the very large bicycle (without
a rider); the lights around the openings; the plaques “AANG” and “1722;” but I
like it anyway. W: 3.75, H: 8, L: 8.25 inches; lights are battery operated.
https://www.felinaworld.com/uk/luville. I hope to see it somewhere ‘in person.’

. . . Luville now has three pieces including the word ‘zoo:’ ‘Zoo Keepers;’ ‘Zoo Maps;’
and ‘Zoo Stone Walls.’ We have a nice zoo and are always looking to improve it. The first
two sound/appear promising; not so sure we need another, different, wall for our facility.
https://www.felinaworld.com/uk/luville. We are taking a serious look.
. . . ‘David’s Fort,’ Lemax Harvest Crossing 2011, is something I came across as I was
looking for something else. It was a good name; however it doesn’t remind me of
anything from my childhood. We did have a couple of shacks, but the ‘roof’ was never more
than eye level. Our one tree house was so low you could touch it standing on the ground. I
didn’t buy this ten years ago, not going to buy it now either.

. . . ‘Tourist mice pose in front of the Mackinac Bridge.’ The vignette/image above
is one of many in the ‘Wacky Taxidermy and Miniatures Museum,’ Mackinaw
City, Michigan. Brandon and Julie Howey opened it in 2020. According to Julie,
"Animals can be cute dead as well as alive." Like many of you, Linda and I visit
area attractions when we have the opportunity to travel; not sure we would visit
this one, but who knows. Info from RoadsideAmerica.com.
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. . . I just saw this image of trees made by our friend John Thompson; it
was on Facebook. I just know there is an unusual vignette needing
something to make it special. His contact info: woodenboot@msn.com –
Use ‘trees’ in the subject. This time of year John spends a whole lot of
time fishing; might not open other emails right away.

. . . It might not be the
Tour de France, but here
they are. Hey, ‘The Tour de
Luth’ – maybe that would
work. These four riders are
Dept. 56 ornaments. I
can’t find an official name,
or number, for them. I’m
pretty sure someone will
remind me.
. . . ‘A Cozy Christmas’ – The Village Collector, Bill Channell, will soon be on the blog for
the third time. Take a look on the TVC website, ‘Breaking News,’ for the link.
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. . . Wondering if the Lemax ‘Renegade
Roadhouse’ could be added to our
‘western village.’ You know, rodeo
(riders, horses, bulls), general store,
stage coach, horse trailer, gun fighters,
Mexican finger puppets, musicians and
our country dancers. The dimensions of
the piece are (LxWxH): 5.2 x 7.5 x 7.3
inches. It’s from Lemax Harvest
Crossing, 2021. Note: I am concerned a
bit about the snow and Christmas
wreaths, but I could disguise them. The
snowman might be a real problem;
even
with
a
cowboy
hat.
https://www.felinaworld.com/

. . . Additional abbreviations (I might use): AV – Alpine Village  CIC – Christmas In The
City  DV - Dickens’ Village  NEV – New England Village  NP – North Pole Village  SV –
Original Snow Village.
. . . ‘Lemax Summer Americana’ – I’ve been told, and read in three places, has been
discontinued. I’m very happy we purchased a good share of them – a nice change from
everything snow covered. I believe it was a Michael’s exclusive.
. . . I recently came across this image of
Neuschwanstein Castle,’ Dept. 56, Alpine Village. The
name reminded me of my visit to Bavaria (thirty
years ago). The castle doesn’t look as ‘complicated’
as I remember, but it still brings back good
memories.
We visited twelve castles during my
month working at Erding, a German Air Force Base
near Munich. Most of the castles were commissioned
by King Ludwig II in the 19th Century. Another fun
memory; averaging 168 kmh on the Autobahn, in
our Audi; OK, 105 mph. Some cars were still going
by us (mostly Porsches, Mercedes and one VW
Rabbit/Golf GTI - he was ‘drafting’ a Porsche 911).
. . . Note to self; Just because it’s on sale, doesn’t mean you need it.

Questions, comments and/or suggestions are always welcome. You
can contact me at: spears.duluth@juno.com, 105 E. Toledo St.,
Duluth, MN 55811 or (218) 724-6148.
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