Just so you know! . . . . October 23, 2020
Ideas, hints and opinions
By David Spears

. . . Thanks to all who ask questions, make comments, and offer suggestions for JSYK.
. . . Linda has our 2020 Christmas cards almost completed. They are homemade; feature
a photo taken by Linda. Addressed and stamped soon – will be mailed in December. I’ve
been reminded to buy U.S. Postage Christmas stamps when they are available. That usually
means early.
. . . Dates of note: October 31, Halloween; November 3, Election Day; November 11,
Veterans Day; November 26, Thanksgiving Day.
. . . Dept. 56 Facebook Live with Ms. Lit Town: Oct 29, Nov 12, Dec 3, Dec 17, Jan 21,
Feb 4, Feb 18 – all 4 to 4:30 p.m. Note: They do plan some holiday Thursdays off.
. . . At Menard’s Linda purchased a bag of ‘Hershey’s Miniatures’ – “just in case we have
any trick or treaters” - Linda’s words.
. . . Note to self: Just because it pops into my head does not mean it should come out of
my mouth.

. . . In 2009 we had the Lemax ‘Forsaken Souls Prison’ in an almost normal display
neighborhood. The prison featured the four man ‘Rock Monsters’ band from Lemax. Note
the ‘lead bear’ (singer) out in front. Linda and I have used Halloween pieces as part of our
displays for a long time. 2019 was the only time we’ve had a true Halloween display.
. . . We do most of our own backgrounds, foregrounds, bases, trees, water, waterfalls,
tunnels, mountains and other smaller items – just so you know!

. . . ‘Elves On Wheels,’ is the name of the accessory for the Dept. 56 'Polar Roller Rink.’
My thanks to Thelma for the answer (to my question). I’m thinking we should have the
elves for a parade. Maybe in North Pole – we’ve been talking about doing one.

. . . This ‘emblem’ appeared on the window of our
new storm door. Actually there are two of them. No
one had been in or out of the door since the moisture
appeared on the window. Neither Linda nor I did it.
Maybe it’s a sign . . . . .
. . . October 16th – car in the garage for this first time since spring. Supposed to have
snow on the ground tomorrow. Note: Total of 1.9 inches fell the following morning.
. . . ‘Parish Priest;’ ‘A Day At The Park;’ ‘Ring Around The Snowman;’ ‘Lunchbreak Buddy;’
‘Café Society.’ Lemax Christmas accessories we purchased at Menard’s in Hermantown,
MN. Both Linda and I were there – just so you know!
“Connecting collectors to clubs, and clubs to each other for over 25 years.”
Find information about the National Council of 56 Clubs at:
http://www.ncc56.com/. The site includes contact information for possible
clubs in your area. – Linda and I are members of the Village North Collectors
Club, an NCC member club.

. . . Someone made a lot of masks. Screenshot from the ‘2020 Trailer for Claire's Christmas
Village’ on YouTube. It was one of the featured videos on The Village Collector web site. Bill
Channell changes them every week so you’ll want to check back often. Note: 350 ‘real’
masks made by Linda – so far.
. . . It was very good! Linda found a, new to us, Rueben Bake recipe. The pan was large; I
look forward to enjoying it again – soon!

. . . Billy made a trip to
Menard’s. His email told me
he liked the ‘Cripple
Creek Lumberyard.’ I
must like it too; I had already placed this image in
JSYK. Not sure how it would
fit in, but I like the look.
How about in New England?
The structure is 12-1/2"
wide by 11-1/2" deep and
6-3/4" tall. Only available
at/from Menard’s.
. . . Made a stop at https://www.villagesoffun.com/ - I was reminded of the many Lemax
Caddington Village houses available. Not many places sell (stores or on-line) all of them
- usually only a few here and there. I found pieces like ‘Katsura Sushi Restaurant,’ ‘A Touch
of Provence,’ and ‘David's Deli (note the name).’ Many more, including several different fire
halls, restaurants, churches, houses, apartments – you get the idea. Hadn’t looked at
Lemax Caddington for a while - glad I took the time.
. . . I’ve had fun running around looking for 2020 Christmas village possibilities. Even
made a few purchases (as you must know). I sure wish we had Dept. 56 available in local
stores. It would be easier to make comments; and to even buy some.
. . . They come as ‘table top accents,’ ‘incense burners,’ ‘candle holders,’ ‘fireplace
decorations.’ This time of year we can find little houses in many places. They might not
match, but it doesn’t matter. Together they could make a nice little ‘display community.’
Add some Dept. 56 trees, Lemax or Dept. 56 people, maybe some streetlights; you have
the idea. Not much money and no one would have one like it.
. . . I saw a small red tractor and a couple of small structures. They were in the ‘garden art’
area of Hobby Lobby. Pretty sure the tractor would fit in New England (small, but different
enough to work). The structures should work with Margaritaville. Again small, but nice colors for the waters and sands of the Florida Keys. Found no village size people in the store.

These Lemax ‘Christmas Markets,’ l to r, sell: wine and cider, sweets, Christmas crafts,
and brautwurst. LxWxH, 4x4x5 - $16.99 each. Many possible uses for them. It would help if
your display includes a Christmas bazaar. Saw them at Fleet Farm in Hermantown, MN.

. . . I’ve been thinking a smaller
structure would take up less room on
our ski hill. This Lemax ‘Home Away
From Home’ might just do that. Small
size, 5.79 in L x 3.7 in W x 4.92 in H,
would make a nice addition (or replacement) to our ever expanding ski
hill. Saw at Fleet Farm.

. . . We had decided which of the new
Lemax Christmas accessories we
wanted; now Linda is finding ‘just
the right one’ to purchase. I believe
the people’s eyes are the deciding
factor for her. Note: She does this
very well. - Menard’s Hermantown

. . . The appearance drew my attention; then
I saw Pauletta’s Pizzeria on the sign. Yes, me and
pizza. It doesn’t look like anything we have so I’m
always interested. I took a picture and will go
back to Menard’s for another look. Linda’s
impression was “it’s OK.” Now, do I/we need
another place to buy pizza?

. . . I’ve been thinking how I could use the ‘Day
of the Dead Church’ - a 2020 Dept. 56 Snow
Village Halloween intro. It could have a place in
a Halloween display, but how about as a
centerpiece in our Southwest vignette/
display? It looks like it would be a natural.

. . . I like the name, 'Hurry Up or Wait?' The
Dept. 56 Alpine Village accessory features a
boy and his calf. I don’t think we have a barn
for the calf, but I’ll bet we could find a place for
him. The more I see the picture; I’m thinking it
really would fit very nicely in Linda’s favorite
village.

. . . Dept. 56 Christmas In The City - ‘Cathedral
of St. Nicholas’ would make a nice bookend to
our St. Paul Cathedral. We could elevate one on
either end of the main street of our CIC display.
The unique look of each would draw attention.
The 30th Anniversary Special Edition St.
Nicholas’ was introduced in 2005. Hand
numbered, limited to 3,500. Each was hand
signed by the artist, Tom Bates.

. . . I was reading the Newsletter of The Annapolis Villagers, The Village Crier. Bob Eustice
shared info on the Coastal Lights. I’d forgotten about the Dept. 56 subseries. Introduced
in 2011, the New England Coastal Lights has five light houses: ‘Snail Point Lighthouse,’
‘Dunes Edge Lighthouse,’ ‘Sandy Shoal Lighthouse,’ ‘Chesapeake Bay Light,’ and ‘Tucker
Point Light.’ I’m guessing the Dept. 56 retirement of New England Village means they will
be done as well. I’d better take a look to see if I ‘need’ one or two. Remember, we live ‘on’
Lake Superior, the big lake.

. . . Musical ‘King Pins’ from
Enchanted Forest at Menard’s. A
‘smaller’ building with a different
look. Would look good on a side
street in a small town (or maybe a
big city). 10.60 H x 10.05 W x 9.85D
Note: Or on the mantel of a bowler.

. . . Imagine blowing the dust off a watchface, I only blew once – facemask!
. . . Remember to visit Hauntsville on The Village Collector – Halloween is only a week
away. You will enjoy the visit 
. . . The note I received said “I really have to be careful with "villaging" - spell check keeps
wanting to change it to "Pillaging." I just know it's gonna slip through on something
important.” Note: ‘Word’ highlights "villaging” each time on our computer. I use it anyway.
. . . We are staying home so much I’m spending time harassing Alexa – Linda said so 
. . . For members of NCC clubs, the October Vignette Theme is Halloween with a
Christmas Twist - sounds interesting. https://www.facebook.com/groups/ncc56/ has
some of the entries already posted – anyone can take a look. You have to be a member of
an NCC club to enter. Deadline for submissions: October 31, 2020.
. . . We have a plant box on our porch railing. No flowers in the winter, so I’m thinking
maybe a small vignette. It would make a nice greeting when we have a Christmas village
open house. How about some nice North Pole action outside in the winter? Remember we
live in northern MN. It could/would only be outside hours at a time; no frozen elves here.
. . . It has been suggested I use sitting elves in a grandstand, watching the ‘Annual
Reindeer Races.’ No racing reindeer at our house – just so you know! Note: We do have
two grandstands.
. . . Reminder – The 2020 Dept. 56 retirement date is November 6th. The retirements
will be effective as of Thanksgiving, November 26th.

. . . Our Bachman’s 1999 Village North Collectors Club display was constructed just for
the event. The group built it in Linda and Jay Zimski’s garage in Duluth. The display barely
fit in Roger O’Brian’s pickup for the trip to the Twin Cities. It features the Duluth hillside.
. . . Eight Halloween videos on http://thevillagecollector.com/. Just put up today (Oct
23). They will be there for a week.
. . . Found our first background calendar of the season. Our credit union had a sign on
the drive-thru window, “Ask for your 2021 calendar.” Only two usable winter scenes, but
the cost was ‘free.’ We usually wait until February before we make any calendar ‘buys.’
. . . We seem to be collecting less pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald House. Seeing many
fewer people and no open houses must be the reason.
. . . My words from our Village North Collectors Club newsletter, October 21, 1998:
”Christmas ‘displays’ are up (or on the way) at Sears, Penny’s, Shopko, Walmart, Michael’s
and Kohls. Nothing seen yet at Target or KMart. We have found some very interesting
accessories at these places in the past.” Claudia Lundquist was the editor.
. . . October 23 - National Boston Crèam Pie / October 24 - National Bologna Day
. . . Again - I haven’t heard from Village D-Lights on the mailing date for the Fall Issue.
Anyone else having better luck?

Questions, comments and/or suggestions are always welcome. You
can contact me at: spears.duluth@juno.com, 105 E Toledo St.,
Duluth, MN 55811 or (218) 724-6148.

