The miniature Christmas villages are an original and different
way of bringing the atmosphere of the party into our homes.
Let's find out how they are built and what their characteristics

must be
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/ In recent years, miniature Christmas
villages have won over young and
old with the  magical atmosphere
they can create.

Their tradition is linked above all to
the United States and the Nordic
countries, which are also inspired by
their atmosphere and architecture,
there are different types, all
characterized by well -defined

\ elements.




I n a miniature village there are houses, shops, churches,

arranged along streets lit by street lamps, and often enriched

by fountains, skating rinks, Christmas trees, and rides. All
immersed in a winter landscape, with snow, costumed

characters, and often w ith the presence of Santa Claus. For
some years now, the Christmas village has taken on

considerable importance also in Europe but above all also in

Italy, giving life to many websites and social groups that deal

with various topics from how to build a vil lage to what to buy
and what brand. To date in Italy there are many authorized

dealers in the sale of buildings and products for s etting up a
Christmas village. T he best known and most used brands are
Lemax and Departement 56, without forgetting Luville,
Dickensuville, Intratuin, etc. below are some pictures of

buildings of the various brands.
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History of miniature Christmas villages
In the eighteenth century, in some countries of Germany and
Europe, hand -made houses and miniature buildings were used
as Christmas decorations. They were built with recycled
materials, wood and cardboard, the places where they lived,
small country villages and suburbs. This tradition moved to the
United States with immigrants and even there began to appear
small colorful and picturesque scenarios built at the foot of the
Christmas trees.
After the First World War, the productio n of putz houses
passed to some Japanese companies, which enriched them
with colored cellophane windows. They also began to illuminate
the interior with small lights, so that the glow could be seen
from the windows.
I was a stop in the 1950s and 60s, but i n 1976 a retail florist in
Minneapolis, Bachman's, created a line of miniature Christmas
houses that were enriched every year with accessories and
new buildings, sparking a real passion among collectors.

To build a miniature Christmas
village you will  have to decide the
type of village you want to build. You
can decide to build a classic Victorian
village, or a mountain village,
complete with an ice rink. You can
also decide to combine elements of
different settings, although the great
thing in these m iniature villages is
the

coherence and continuity between
the various elements that compose
them.




Once the type of village to be built has been chosen, it is
necessary to identify the center of the village which can be a
fountain, the Christmas tree, a church, the railway station, in
short, something must be created that develops the interest

and attention of the people who look at the village. Surely in a
village, whatever the type, there must be a background that
gives more depth and a support base fo r your buildings and
the background itself.




