. . . Abbreviations I plan to use: NCC – National Council of 56 Clubs  JSYK – Just so you
know!  TVC – The Village Collector  VDL – Village D-Lights.  D56 – Department 56.
. . . Dates of note: March 15, Daylight Savings Time begins . . . March 17, St. Patrick’s Day. . . March 15, The Ides of March . . . April 1, April Fool’s Day. . . April 22,
Earth Day. . . April 25, World Penguin Day.
. . . Next scheduled Ms. Lit Town Dept. 56 Facebook Live: March 4, 4:00 to 4:30 CST

. . . I’ve looked at the New England Village Dept. 56 brochure pages many times. Always
interested, and with the retirement of the NEV, I looked again. I believe I’ve mentioned the
‘Edgartown Boat Builder’ previously; but said nothing about a purchase. For some reason, I
didn’t realize this ‘title’ page image (above), and the ‘brochure’ ID image is the same structure. The setup, and particularly the lighting, made me look again. Now I have to see one
‘in person’ to see if I really like it that much. Note: Fitzula’s Gift Shop already sold us the
‘Mending the Sails’ accessory. It’s as nice as it looks above, might I say even better.
. . . I received a fun response; I just had to repeat this quote: “I’ll never forget the look on
the cashiers face when she scanned the packet of bird seed and I asked her how long does
it take for the birds to grow once I plant them.” Bill added “Must take them a while to
"peep" through the soil.”
. . . 25 degrees below zero at our house this morning. We live in the Kenwood area of Duluth, MN. I believe the wind chill was 37 degrees below. Date Feb 7, 2021. Note: It was ‘up
to’ minus seven degrees when Linda went for groceries later in the day.
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. . . I’ve been reminded “. . . any dolls/figures, etc. made by an Amish person (or those
who respect Amish beliefs) would be faceless since they don't believe in graven images. No
authentic Amish replicas will have faces on them.” In my last column I said the “faceless
couple” was the trademark of artist Esther O’Hara of Bird-In-Hand, PA. Obviously I should
have known better. My thanks to Bernice.
. . . We were watching ‘Sherlock’ on PBS/BBC One. The word ‘Battersea’ comes across the
screen. It was quick, but I’m pretty sure they weren’t talking about ‘Battersea – The Dogs’
Home.’ A short search told be “Battersea, bat-ur-see, is famous for its power station and
dogs home . . . and the inspiration it gave to the Sherlock Holmes's author Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.” Remember, ‘Battersea’ is a 2021 Dickens’ Village intro from Dept. 56.
. . . The Village Tribune “Building a Family Tradition” - Big D-56ers. I read their February
2021 on-line newsletter. Seems I don’t know any of the people mentioned/shown – is that
possible? I did enjoy all the many display pictures they posted. Found them on the NCC
web site.
. . . Show Your Village to the World by Jim Peters; his column #5, February 2, 2021, is titled ‘The Rule of Thirds.’ It’s a plan for the location of objects/people in images we take
of our displays. An additional tip in this column was his reminder of left to right movement
because it’s the way we read. If I confused you, take a look at his example. The column
appears, under Jim’s name, on http://thevillagecollector.com/. Contact him directly at:
jpetersgolfpro@gmail.com. Note: Jim’s next column has also been posted at TVC.
. . . In Connecticut, there is a legislative proposal to have pizza named the ‘official food’
of the state. In spite of my food favorites, we plan no permanent relocation to the east
coast – just so you know!
. . . $16,000 was donated to the Nemours Children’s Health System. The money was
raised from online auctions of the prizes donated to last years cancelled Florida convention/gathering. The North Florida Collectors Club and the Train Collectors' Association (TCA)
organized the event. ‘Make Trax to Jax’ had been planned for June 21-28, 2020 in Jacksonville, Florida.
. . . This got my attention; “Reptile-approved foam coatings special!” It was an email ad
from the Hot Wire Foam Factory. It made sense once I read it, but ‘reptile approved?’
. . . Latest Fall Issue Village D-Lights arrival date (so far); Saturday, Jan 30th. That was Bill
and Kathy in New Hampshire. Please note; Fall Issue!
. . . “I thought growing older would take longer” - Online
. . . ‘Barbie,’ Collector 5 Pack, from Dollar General, Willow River, MN. Linda purchased them
for our displays. Soccer, Baseball, Astronaut, Ballerina, Pop Star Barbie’s are all included
(for age 3+). Note: Ballerina Barbie is ‘tied’ into the box; don’t know why.

Connecting collectors to clubs, and clubs to each other for over 28 years.
Find information about the National Council of 56 Clubs at:
http://www.ncc56.com/. The site includes contact information for possible clubs in your area.” – Linda and I belong to the Village North
Collectors Club, an NCC member club.
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. . . Is it OK to use
these two pieces together in a display? In
other words, is two
round too much? We
have the 2007 ‘Roundel Cottage;’ do not
have the 2001 ‘Whitehall
Round
Barn;’
which would mean a
search and purchase.
Both from Dept. 56
New England Village.

. . .”Every day in your life is a special occasion.” - Fortune cookie
. . . “We haven’t seen any new Bigfoot pictures in a while. I sure hope he is okay.”- Online
. . . I read ‘The Village People Gazette,’ March 21, 2019; A monthly publication of the
Hoosier 56ers Collectors Club. I like their motto: "We meet, trade, travel, & have fun." I
only see a single newsletter on the NCC web site. Cynthia's Hallmarks is the proud sponsor.
. . . In Volume X, Issue 1, Spring 2002 NCC Bulletin, Ruth C. Buerkle wrote: Following two
years of the grassroots efforts led by Jack Skeels, the NCC met under the tentative name
‘Council of Department 56 Collectors Clubs.’ It was at ‘Bachman’s Village Gathering,’ Minneapolis, MN, on August 22, 1992.
. . . In 2002, the 10th Anniversary of the National Council of 56 Clubs, there were more
than 200 member clubs.
. . . The colors and people are great! I love the Mardi Grad 2021 display of Rosie Hurtado! NCC Facebook Page, February12, 2021; it’s worth a look.

. . . Russell, Linda’s son, recently spotted this fellow in our
yard. Is it not the ‘coolest bird’ you’ve ever seen? Apparently he forgot to go in garage for the winter season;
he’s supposed to be a lit, summer, garden decoration.

. . . “Nothing tops a plain pizza!” – Indian Hills Community Center sign
. . . JSYK seldom has anything in order; not by date, holiday, organization or even alphabetically. I just noticed it; everything is sort of random – don’t know why!
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. . . Did I know ‘The Woodworker’ came with a
small child on a rocking horse? Well it does!
We’ve displayed the New England Village piece
most every year since we made the purchase;
2001 at Mainstreet Gifts in Duluth, MN; I should
have known.

. . . I watched Dept. 56 Ms. Lit Town Live, February 4th; it was spooky. As the second
part of the show, she chose to do 'back stories' on five Dept. 56 2021 Accessory Introductions: ‘Suffragettes;’ ‘A Splendid Dinner;’ ‘Grip Inspires Poe;’ ‘Hardy Ash;’ and ‘Sunday In
the park with Lynn.’ I mentioned (and used images) of all them in one of my last two columns. It was like Melinda Seegers was reading my column. Of course she held the actual
pieces in her hand; and had much more detailed info.

. . . I saw the cover of the ‘next’ issue of Village D-Lights. It’s on the NCC Facebook page.
Featured are: ’Engine Company 31,’ ‘Hey! No Time To Play,’ and ‘Fire Engine 31;’ all are
Christmas in the City, D56, 2021 Introductions. Mentioned on the cover; ‘2021 Intros,’
‘Your Journey To Creating A Display You Can Take Anywhere!’ and ‘A Christmas In The City
Extraordinaire!’ Also it appears they are, again, changing the ‘date system.’ First the magazine was published by months, then seasons and now by quarter. The next one will be dated Quarter 1, 2021. If I have it correct, there will still be four issues per calendar year.
Thanks to Phil Renninger for the Facebook post.
. . . I now know why some club questionnaires ask “what village do you collect?” Actually, I
found out several don’t say ‘village,’ they simply say ‘collect.’ Folks reminded me some
members collect VDL, The Village Chronicle, tea cups, silver spoons, etc., as well as villages. Thanks to all who helped me understand; clubs like to know more about members.

. . . ‘Tubing’ “Our trusty canine is ready and willing to pull
this little child on his new snow tube. No hill needed here!”
I loved the Dept. 56 Jim Shore accessory; I saw it featured
in an on-line ad. I’m afraid the 4.5 in H x 5.5 in W x 10 in L
size has scared me away. That’s pretty tall/long for a dog
and a snow tube (in our displays). Note: I still think it’s
cute; and, just what is a ‘snow tube?’
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. . . The ‘Christmas Shop Online’ – Australia, offered my first look at 2021 Lemax
Christmas; plus a few new Spooky Town pieces. Christmas showed over 50 buildings and
at least 35 accessories/table accents. The first I will comment on are:

‘Christmas Mailbox,’ states
“Santa no postage required.” I
like it – idea and words.



 ‘Christmas Coop,’ neat looking,
chickens inside and out.

Lemax Christmas New For 2021 
 ‘Dog Parking’ a place to
park dogs (never have I seen
an actual spot like this).
 ‘Frosty Says "Hi!"’ snowman, two kids and a dog
(not sure what is animated).

 ‘Handbell Choir,’ four members of the choir,
plus their leader, ready to spread holiday cheer.
Note: We don’t own any handbell players.

 ‘Lumberjill Sonia,’ Sonia with
coffee, dog, stump, and an axe.
Red is her color?

More new Lemax to talk about later, but right now I’ll mention  ‘Dog Sledding Afternoon,’
family of three pulled by four dogs. We may be looking at the accessory to add to our sled
dog collection. Note: I am wondering about four dogs pulling the three people riding. 
‘Christmas City,’ façade (includes image of little houses in a window).  ‘Butcher’s Hollow,’
features a butcher in the window.
https://www.christmasshoponline.com.au/products/lemax-new-products-for-2021
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Possible purchases? 

 ‘Drummer Drumming,’
Dickens’
Village, 2021 D56 Introduction. We
could easily add the two of them to
our parade. Can’t have too many
drummers! Maybe buy two sets if
they look good; and the price is right.

 It’s like D56 is listening to what I like.
This year they introduced a set of two
North Pole elf pizzamakers. ‘One Santa
Special Coming Up.’ “Take out or delivery,
they make the best pizza in town!” Note:
Linda could add ‘Sammy’s’ or ‘Do North.’

 ‘Man’s Best Friends,’ Dickens’ Village, 2021 D56 Introduction. I’ve never
had an actual dog, or even wanted one.
But I do like what they add to a display; life and friendship.

 “Always a stickler for quality control, this
elf is testing the sturdiness of each nutcracker -- and this one passes the test!” ‘A
Cracking Good Test Result.’ Coordinates
with ‘North Pole Nutcracker Factory.’



 It was suggested to me, “take a look
at the old guy and dog; both eating DQ.”
Officially it’s ‘DQ Treats For Two,’ D56,
Dairy Queen from 2015. Seems I mention dogs a lot; and like DQ, well ice
cream (it should have been chocolate).
Oh yes, I also don’t have a mustache.

Introduced January 2021

 Santa finds a present addressed to
him at the ‘Toy Drop-Off.’ Dept. 56 General Village Accessory, 2020. 2.68 in H x
1.5 in W x 2.7 in. The size makes Santa
welcome in our displays.

. . . In response to several folks who asked: I’ve been doing JSYK since before 2000 (in
different locations). Have done similar columns/newsletters for a couple of other ‘specialty’
clubs; a weekly newspaper; and as an unofficial part of my 'real' job for ten years. Oh yes,
with VDL as well. Thanks for asking. Please continue to send me comments, etc. With the
continued help of all of you (and Linda), I don't plan to stop writing.
. . . Those are all real, living plants (and
freshly
watered).
However, the display
entry received no
comments,
or
questions. I know,
because it was mine.
Linda says my displays are sometimes
too subtle. It was a
good thing most of
the material came
from our yard; or I
used them in our
planters.

. . . Country dancing
is where Linda and I
met; we competed a
couple times; and then
taught
dancing
together. She always
made me look good. 
The dancers and musicians are all Lemax; as
is the ‘Christmas Barn
Dance.’
The
background is a calendar;
the noticeable trees
are Linda’s.’  Images
shown here are ‘pass
around’ pictures from
our ‘Look what we
found!’ seminars.

Questions, comments and/or suggestions are always welcome. You
can contact me at: spears.duluth@juno.com, 105 E. Toledo St.,
Duluth, MN 55811 or (218) 724-6148.
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